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How do we think of children ? 
  
Objects - owned 
Subjects - ruled 
Citizens?  
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Having the Status or Experience 
of:  
Rights 
Responsibilities  
Participation  
Identity 
Delanty 2000 
What is citizenship? 
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Yes! because they: 
participate and  
have rights, responsibilities and an 
identity 
No! The law says: 
Because they  are not 18 they can’t make 
their own decisions about everything 
James and James 2004 
 Willow, Marchant, Kirkby and Neale 2004 
Jans 2004 
Invernizzi and Williams 2008 
Are children citizens? 
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Children citizens are listened to, 
taken seriously in all decisions 
Art 12 UNCRC 
Good things about citizenship 
Excludes people – ignores difference 
Prioritises responsibilities over rights 
Nyers 2004, Basok and Ilcan 2006 
 Osler and Starkey 2006, Roche 1999, Shier 2008 
Bad things about citizenship 
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Child sized? Differentiated? For all? 
Cohen 2005, Moosa Mitha 2005, Stasiulis 2002 
Do we need citizenship to be: 
May – July 2008  
Participatory Research (5 meetings) 
 
Three groups 
Gypsy Travellers 
Young Carers 
Disabled Children 
 
25 children aged 8-13 
16 girls and 9 boys 
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What we looked at 
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The Building Blocks of citizenship: 
 Rights 
 Responsibilities 
 Equal status/ Respect / Recognition 
 Membership 
Lister 2007 
Played a game 
Maps 
Drawings 
Video interviewing 
Photos 
 
See video 
How? 
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The Children, Citizenship 
and Europe Project 
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How to apply this model  
 
Ruth Lister (2007, 2008)  
Rudi Roose and Maria De Bie (2008) 
 
Children’s rights programming tools 
Access, Control, Respect Tool 
 Duty Bearer Analysis Tool- inc Children 
 
Children Rights Situation Analysis  
SC Sweden 2008 
http://www.crin.org/docs/Child_Rights_Situation_Analysis_Final[1].pdf 
 
Anne Crowley’s workshop tomorrow 
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Next Steps 
What other models of citizenship will children 
produce? 
 
What research do these children think should 
happen next? 
 
Will the EU make proposals on children’s rights  
fulfill its responsibilities to meet children’s 
aspirations for their citizenship? 
  
In the services that we’re involved with, who is 
responsible and willing to make changes to better 
meet children’s citizenship aspirations?  
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